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he would be immediately healed. Aataentsic, know-
ing the desire of her husband, takes his axe and goes
away with the resolution not to make two trips of it;
but she had no sooner dealt the first [88] blow than
the tree at once split, almost under her feet, and fell
to this earth; whereupon she was so astonished that,
after having carried the news to her husband, she re-
turned and threw herself after it. Now, as she fell,
the Turtle, happening to raise her head above water,
perceived her; and, not knowing what to decide upon,
astonished as she was at this wonder, she called to-
gether the other aquatic animals to get their opinion.
They immediately assembled ; she points out to them
what she saw, and asks them what they think it fit-
ting to do. The greater part refer the matter to the
Beaver, who, through courtesy, hands over the whole
to the judgment of the Turtle, whose final opinion was
that they should all promptly set to work, dive to
the bottom of the water, bring up soil to her, and put
it on her back. No sooner said than done, and the
woman fell very gently on this Island. Some time
after, as she was with child when she fell, she was
delivered of a daughter, who almost immediately be-
came pregnant. If you ask them how, you puzzle
them very much. At all events, they tell you, she
was pregnant. Some throw the blame upon some
strangers, [89] who landed on this Island. I pray
you make this agree with what they say, that, be-
fore Aataentsic fell from the Sky, there were no men
on earth. However that may be, she brought forth
two boys, Zawiscaron and louskeka, who, when they
grew up, had some quarrel with each other; judge if
this does not relate in some way to the murder of
Abel. They came to blows, but with very different



